
PowerTow--SuperTow 
By Northwest Mfg., Inc. 
 
 

GUARANTEE 

All equipment manufactured by Northwest Mfg., Inc. is sold on a satisfaction-guaranteed basis.  Within 30 days of delivery, if 

you are not satisfied, you may return the unit. You must contact our office to authorize your return and arrange shipping.  

Products returned without prior authorization will be rejected and returned. 

Returned items must be in new condition and in original packaging.  A refund will be authorized upon receipt and inspection of 

returned items for the original purchase price, minus any damages (shipping charges are not refunded). 

 
GENERAL WARRANTY AND CONDITIONS 

PowerTow units have a unit warranty, for a period of 2 years. 

SuperTow gas powered units have warranty for a period of 2 years. 

SuperTow electric powered units have warranty for a period of 1 year. 

 

         Northwest Mfg. Inc.'s warranty is Parts Only 

         Warranty covers manufacturing and material defects. 

         Northwest Mfg. Inc. Excludes batteries from our warranty. 

         Gasoline engines are warranted by Briggs & Stratton for a period of 2 years.  

         Northwest Manufacturing does not carry engine parts. 

         For engine warranty details, please review your engine manual (provided with owners’ manual) 

         For engine service, contact a Briggs & Stratton dealer in your area. 

         Visit BriggsAndStratton.com to locate your nearest Briggs & Stratton dealer. 

         Damage due to misuse and abuse voids warranty. 

         Northwest Mfg. Inc. reserves the right to determine product misuse and abuse. 

         Unauthorized third-party attachments/accessories or modifying Northwest Mfg., Inc. equipment, voids all warranty and                             
 claims of responsibility by Northwest Mfg., Inc 

         Any damage to tug or aircraft is the responsibility of the operator. 

 
These terms and conditions apply to Domestic orders only.   

International orders have the following limitations; Guarantee is not included, Warranty is limited to 90 days. 

 
Thank you for purchasing a Northwest Mfg., Inc. product! 

 

Order/Serial #:AB-                             . 
 
 

Northwest Mfg., Inc.  10179 N. Navion Dr.  Hayden, Idaho  83835 
PHONE: 208-635-5352  FAX: 208-635-5251 

www.powertow.com 
Rev. 9-2017 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         





ATTENTION!!! 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO READ BEFORE! 
ASSEMBLING YOUR NEW POWERTOW 

1) Save your receipt! Northwest Manufacturing requires a copy of your receipt for
warranty service. Even if your machine is out of warranty, it is VERY helpful to
know its purchase date when specifying replacement parts.

2) If you have a gas-powered unit, remember to check and add oil regularly. Your
engine warranty is VOID if you fail to fill oil to indicated level.

3) Make sure engine is level when checking oil. This will require raising the rear
of the machine about 7” (basically two 2x4’s on end placed under the back edge
of the frame). Failing to this will void engine warranty.

4) The drive belt requires some break-in time. Run the unit around a few minutes
with no plane attached. This will help break in the belt and get you used to the
controls. Re-adjust clutch if necessary. Then, attach to airplane (preferably out
on the tarmac) and practice there a few minutes. Re-adjust clutch if necessary.

CHANGES TO MANUAL 
Pg 6  
Power Switch (12 Volt Thundervolt): Switch has moved from handle to motor for 
reliability and ease of setup. Switch is now pre-wired and requires no assembly.  

Pg 7  
Fuel – You can also use unleaded automotive fuel 

In diagram: “CLUTCH CABLE RUNS UNDERNEATH BELT” should read: “Clutch 
Cable Runs 
Between Engine Plate And Drive Belt”

See reverse side of this addendum for our New EZ clutch adjustment

Addendum



EZ models have a clutch lever located near the handle 
grip.  Like a self-propelled lawnmower, it transfers 
power, via a belt, from the engine to the transmission. 

Pulling on the clutch handle pulls the idler arm pulley 
against the back of the drive belt.  This pushes the drive 
belt into the grooves of the other 2 pulleys, transferring 
power from the engine to the transmission (fig 1). 

NEW MACHINES 
New belts must be broken in.  A few clutch adjustments 
will be required as the belt wears in. 

New Belts may be sticky at first. 

This may cause the Powertow to move forward 
with no clutch applied. 

Shift transmission into neutral.  Your Powertow will be 
easier to push in neutral than in gear. 

Push the front of the Powertow against a wall or other 
sturdy surface.  You can use one of the cardboard 
inserts from the packaging to protect paint. 

Connect the 2 cable ends 1 or 2 turns. 

With transmission in neutral, start engine, shift to 
forward.  The Powertow may try to move forward. 

Slowly tighten clutch cable until the Powertow creeps 
forward.  Do not squeeze clutch handle during this step. 

Return Powertow to neutral and move away from wall. 
In a safe area, shift back to Forward and operate for a 
few minutes.  Belt break-in time is shortest when the 
Powertow is barely creeping. 

Tighten jam nut against turnbuckle taking care not to 
accidently adjust the clutch cable in the process. 

TESTING ADJUSTMENT 
Before hooking up to your aircraft, take a few minutes to 
experiment and get used to the operation of the clutch. 

Only roll up to your plane with tug in neutral. 

Make sure your plane is in an open, level area free of 
obstructions and hazards.  Take a few minutes to get 
used to working the clutch to smoothly push and pull 
your plane. 

TIPS 
The clutch also acts as a speed control.  
Squeeze the clutch slowly and smoothly to avoid 
jerky motions. 

It is acceptable for the Powertow to creep 
slightly when in gear and not attached to a 
plane. 

If the Powertow seems to be losing power, the 
clutch usually needs tightening. 

Only approach your plane in neutral. 

Pulling a plane is more hazardous than pushing. 

Addendum Continued

PowerTow EZ Clutch Adjustment
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